Forestry Commission Tree Collections Survey Form

Risk Assessment completed?
With local staff at all times

Location name, district, grid reference and/or latitude and longitude if possible.
Brechfa Forest, Llandovery Forest District

SN 572 368 OS sheet 146

Contact name
Edward Sanders

Date visited? 5th August 2008
By whom? Hugh Angus

Site Data

Elevation? 200-250m
Aspect? Various but typically southerly

Rainfall? 1700mm
Exposure?
Soils and geology? Mainly upland brown earths pH 4.5-5.0

Other meteorological data or nearest station?
Topography?
Is the area identified on the FDP? Yes

Steep sided valleys

Ariel Photographs?
Total area?
Condition of paths and/or roads?
Roads very good, paths good.

Recreation potential?
Good, already part of a recreation site with identified walks

Expansion potential?
Very good as surrounded by forest

Situation?
Tree Data, comment on accuracy, whether up to date
Trees mapped or on a plan?
Mapped at total species level

Approx. number of trees?
Labels?  Yes, on most

>1000

Approx. number of taxa? 90
Any interpretation? Yes, supported by Woodland Heritage

On a database?
Any other information about trees held?

Yes




Several reports of file

Notable trees?  Size, rarity, landscape?
Most plots are doing well with numerous trees falling into this category.  A number of the plots are red data book species, HA to supply a list.

Pest and diseases?
Some squirrel damage

General condition?
Very good overall

Other information required
Numbers visiting the site?
‘Friends’ organisation?

Supported by Woodland Heritage

Any potential threats?
No

District Objectives for the site, is there a management plan?
Planning to expand the area at the moment.  Considering a thinning exercise where it is thought possible.

Any local botanists supporting?
Other flora and fauna of special interest?
Take Photographs
Any heritage value?
None other than an FC one.

Current management regimes i.e. grasscutting, inspections, weeding?

Location of any files connected to the collection
Llandovery Office.

General site report

History, staff interest etc, please use another sheet if required?
Originally planted in the 1950’s as 90 different plots.  The species liking wetter conditions have done well while the species preferring drier conditions have not done so well.  Some really good plots of very high quality, both from a growth and rarity perspective.  Staff have recognised the importance of these eplots and are actively managing them and expanding them when they can.  Road access is good, but the site itself is about 3Km from the car park so does not get large numbers of visitors.  Photinia davidiana and Tsuga is a weed problem in some parts.  Weed growth on any cleared sites is rapid.

The car park receives ?? visitors annually.

Overall Conclusion

An really excellent site and the plots have been well looked after and maintained.  Lots of potential to expand.  Recreation potential is small but if money can be found planting new plots or species nearer the car park may have some potential.  Regardless the rainfall, soils and plenty of surrounding land offer great potential.  Brechfa occupies a very important position within the UK and must form the basis for any future expansion plans.

Signed
 Hugh C. Angus



Date 1st September 2008


Connecting people with trees


