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Review by Tronas THOMEON

APOREST garden i an experimental arca in which differcot species of forest
trees are grown under silviculrurad conditions in order to test their behavioar,
“This bulletin gives = description of five such forest gardens in different parts of England
and Wales. The gardens in question are d in Cockle Park, Northumberland;
at Cirencester; in the Forest of Dean; in Alice Hole Woods, Hant; and at Ceirog,
Denbighshire.

The fint parg of the bulletin contains 3 description of the locality of each forest
garden and a detslled description of the plots. The figures given for height and
di growth and the made on the form, health, and appearsnce of
the species, and their behaviour in pure crops and in the various mixtures, will form
a weful guide to the selection and treatment of species for sites with elimatic and
topographieal conditions timilar to those of the gardens. One of the main functions
of forest gardens is 10 test out, under similar conditions of soll, elimate, and exposure,
the merin of different species, and methods of treaement. At the time when these
particular areas were planted, this wai probably the main object of those responsible
for founding them. U n 1pecics and mi were introduced exper: lly
on 4 ymall scale as well a5 the alresdy well eried.

The second part of the bulletia discasses the rates of growth of the species in each
forest garden. The coune of height growih of each species in the various plots is worked
out from stem analyses and the records of pase measusements, The figures thus obtained
together with the climatic and topographical data are used ia the lust part of the
bulletin as 2 basis for the discusion of the rates of growth of each species in relation to
the factor of the locality, In this iga it is painted out that the distribution of
the gardens in England is ireegular, in that three out of five are in the west and south-
west whilit of the othert one It In the sonth and the gthey [n the extresme north-esat.
Noac of the aress is in a districs of high rainfall. As regards elevation four of the gardens
are situsted below the 500 feet lovel, whilst the Ceiriog area liea between 1,000 and 1,250
feer and is between 600 and 700 feet above the level of the valley below, It is moreover
much more fully exposed than the other arcas. In view of the fact that most of the

des employed in the gardens are cogifen, it is perhaps unfortunate that, with the
exception of Ceiriog, none of the sreas it on a eypical site for conifers.

These circumstances limit the scope for generalization from the results, but neverthe-
less some very interesting comparisons are made and deductions drawn as to the effect
of the tite factors on the growth of different tpecies, Among the points noted are
the cffecr of exposure on the height growh of European larch, the maintenance of
rapid beight growth by the Japanese lasch at the high clevation of the Celriog ares ga
light Joam and its comparstive fiilure on heavy soils, and the facr thar none of the
gardens provides conditions for.the best growth of Douglss fir, the more sheltered
arcas haviog too heavy soils, and the elevation and exporure of the Ceiriog area out-
weighing the advantage of ies light loamy soil

The bulles ins & number of height-growth curves and photographs of interest-
ing plow, and forms a valuable record of the condition of the gardens when they have
just entered upon the thinning stage. With the exception of Cockle Park, which was
planted in 1848 and 1899, none of the plots arc more than 27 years old st the present
time, and the final results are still mateers for the future,




